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Abstract 
Twenty-eight Hereford x Angus cows were utilized to determine the effects of dietary energy level before 
and after calving on reproductive function and production in suckled beef cows. Low levels of dietary 
energy before calving resulted in losses of body composition prior to calving, reduced calf birth weight, 
lengthened intervals from calving to ovulation, and decreased milk production and calf weight at 70 d of 
age (P<.05). Low levels of dietary energy after calving decreased measures of body composition after 
calving, reduced the percentage of cows that ovulated following calving, and decreased cow milk 
production and calf weight at 70 d of age (P< .05). We conclude that dietary energy before and after 
calving impacts the reproductive function and production of suckled beef cows. 
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